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THE HOUSING PROBLEM IN WASHINGTON.
The casual visitor to the national Capital

must always be impressed with the striking con-

trasts between wealth and poverty, even in the
best quarters of the city. This one expects in a

city of very rapid growth, such, for example, as

New York, but it occasions more surprise in a

city of moderate size, and particularly in one

which is the center of the political life of the
country. An explanation of this condition of
affairs in Washington is no doubt fo be found in
the large negro population, which at the time of
the Civil War poured into the District of Columbia
to the estimated number of between thirty and
forty thousand. These negroes were naturally
destitute, shiftless and, in great, measure, incapable
of caring for themselves. The result was the
erection of innumerable hovels, many of them
within the city limits, from materials obtained
from various sources and often, at that time,
from abandoned army camps and hospitals. The
natural result of this over-crowding of an ignorant
population in unsanitary dwellings was a greatly
increased mortality. During the smallpox epi-
demic of 1871-2 but one case occurred in two
hundred and twenty-five whites, whereas the
proportion was one in thirty-eight among tin;
negro population. In 1875 the general death-rate
was twice as great among the colored as among
the white population, a proportion which prac-
tically remains to-day, although the death-rate
of both white and colored has been very materially
reduced.

We have before us an extremely interesting
account,' by Dr. George M. Kober, of " The
History and Development of the Housing Move-
ment in the City of Washington, D. O," recently

published by the Washing!on Sanitary Improve-
ment Company. The fact that disease is propa-
gated by the unsanitary conditions which neces-

sarily accompany overcrowding is perfectly well
recognized, and has been for many years. In
1872 the Washington Board of Health called at-
tention to the fact that houses unfit for occupation
wen; in existence in the city, and a specific ordi-
nance was issued which rendered possible the
condemnation of such houses by officers of the
Hoard of Health. As a result of this very salu-
tary movement, many houses were reported as

unlit for human habitation, some of which were

condemned. For example, in hS7.r>, 899 houses
were reported as unlit and 198 condemned. In
the following year 424 reported and -'371 con-
demned. In the report of the Hoard of Health
for IS77 the following statement is made:

" No meaner cabins for temporary or perma-
nent shelter can be found than some in which our

wretched poor are born and exist and die hero
at the capital of the United States. And,
strange as it may seem, none so mean that they
have not an owner mean enough to charge rent
for them. Down in the alleys, below grade, with
combination of roof of tar, felt, shingles, rags,
fin, gravel, boards, and holes; doors damp and
broken; walls begrimed by smoke and age; so

domiciled we families with all the dignity of
tenants having rent fo pay."

Unfortunately, in 1880, the good work of house
condemnation was stopped, due presumably to
political complications, and if required ten years
to excite public opinion again to the point of
definite action. As Dr. Kober well says:

" This battle against, the slums docs not con-

cern a few well-meaning citizens alone; if is a

question of vital importance to the health, not
only of every permanent resident, but to the Chief
Magistrate, his cabinet, the foreign ministers,
thousands of public officials, the members of the
Senate and House of Representatives, and all
citizens having business with Congress, besides
the countless numbers of visitors who annually
pay homage to the city of Washington."

Between 1880 and 18!)2 practically nothing was

done, but in the latter year certain restrictions
upon the character of dwellings was made, and in
1894 an organization of public-spirited citizens,
known as the Civic Center, vigorously took up the
matter. Investigations of alleys and slums, with
particular reference to sanitary and sociological
conditions, followed, with shocking revelations
as to the state of affairs in many parts of the city,

| and often within a few blocks of the most aristo-
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cratic quarters. It was found, as is to be expected,
that the wretched hovels and alleys harbored
all sorts of vice, immortality and disease-produc-
ing conditions. The result has been a strong
expression of public opinion, in which the Presi-
dent of the United States has shared, that con-
ditions be improved throughout the city, and the
outcome of ten years' work has been the widening
of streets, the building of model houses from a

sanitary standpoint, for which the rent is small,
and in the introduction of various means by which
the tenants may be stimulated to take a certain
pride in the condition of their dwellings. In the
language of General Sternberg, President of the
Building Committee, one object of the company
which has been formed " is to build sanitary
houses for a deserving class of the population
which cannot afford to pay the rentals of from ten
to sixteen dollars per month which the better
class of wage-earners pay for flats of the Washing-
ton Sanitary Improvement Company." In other
words, it is proposed to build dwellings suited to
the means of various classes in the population,
which shall not be a discredit to the city and a

source of positive danger to its inhabitants.
Wc commend to all those interested in the

broader questions of prophylactic medicine
this admirable pamphlet by Dr. Kober. Al-
though what he says applies particularly to the
city of Washington, it also has a wide bearing
on practically all of our American cities. The
success under natural difficulties of the work in
Washington should stimulate other communities,
even though the conditions may not be so bad,
to eradicate centers of crime and disease which
are everywhere to be found where people of the
poorer class collect in large numbers.

THE ATTITUDE OF TEXAS TOWARD
TUBERCULOSIS.

It is reported, presumably on good authority,
that within a short time persons suffering from
advanced tuberculosis are to be debarred from
entrance to the State of Texas. The state health
officer, it is announced, will issue a proclamation
and institute a quarantine against persons afflicted
with tuberculosis, placing the disease in essen-

tially the same category as yellow fever and
smallpox.

A despatch from Washington regarding the
Texas situation indicates that Federal officials
are considerably agitated; that tuberculosis
in their opinion is not a quarantinable disease
under maritime or interstate immigration laws

although aliens may be debarred from the country
when suffering from tuberculosis, under the action
of the new immigration law. It is furthermore
urged that such a quarantine as Texas proposes
will be difficult to establish and sustain on the
guaranteed right of every citizen of the United
States to pass freely from one state to another.
Could such a quarantine be maintained, it is
evident that the cost would be large and the
possibilities of injustice numerous.

We have on previous occasions taken the oppor-
tunity to express disapproval of such attempted
exclusion of tuberculous persons from certain
states or regions. To any student of the tuber-
culosis problem it has become apparent that the
disease is not communicable in the ordinary
sense, as understood by the laity, and that over-

alarm regarding the spread of the disease is
wholly deleterious to the public morale, and
ultimately a detriment to the cause. Such
attempted quarantines in other states in the West
have failed, both on account of the protest of in-
telligent and broad-minded persons in and out of
the medical profession and the natural difficulty
of enforcing a quarantine against a disease which
does not forthwith disclose its character. The
excellent progress which is being made toward
eradicating tuberculosis is certainly not to be
furthered by any such drastic legislation as Texas
apparently proposes.

THE BOSTON MILK FUND.
An appeal has been sent out by the trustees of

the milk fund to the citizens of Boston and vicinity
in behalf of sick babies during the summer months.
The object of this charity is to provide proper
milk for babies during the heated term when
infant mortality is at its height. The work has
been in progress for a number of years and has
amply justified its existence through the un-
doubted saving of many lives. The babies who
are recipients of the charity are kept under the
care of physicians in charge of different dispen-
saries and it does not extend to private patients.
'Naturally the success of such a charity depends
upon the amount of contributions provided for
its support. During the last seven years upwards
of $27,000 have been received in subscriptions
and nearly $4,000 from parents grateful for the
benefit which their children have received. It is
the hope of the management that the fund will
grow to such an extent that it may ultimately be
continued throughout the year for the benefit of
the most needy and delicate infants, although
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naturally the hot months will continue to make
the chief demands upon it.

This charity is certainly an extremely worthy
one, which should appeal to all who realize the
extreme suffering of small children during the hot.
mouths in the crowded quarters of a great, city.
For a number of years a plan of this sort has been
in active operation in New York, and other cities
and towns in increasing numbers have adopted it.
We note, for example, in this issue the fact that
the city of Cambridge has again put in operation
a plan begun last year for distributing milk at,
cost price.

MEDICAL NOTES.
Institute of Pathoi.ociy on Blackwell'8

Island, New York.
—

It is announced that, Mrs.
Russell Sage has endowed an institute of path-
ology to be carried on in connection with the City
Hospital and City Home on Blackwell's Island, in
the amount, of $300,000.

American Orthopedic Association.
—

At the
meeting of the American Orthopedic Association
held in Washington on May 7, 8 and 9, the follow-
ing officers were elected for the ensuing year:
President, Dr. Henry Ling Taylor, of New York;
Vice-Presidents, Dr. Ansel G. Cook, of Hartford,
and Dr. A. R. Shands, of Washington; Treasurer,
Dr. Gwilym G. Davis, of Philadelphia; Secretary,
Dr. Robert B. Osgood, of Boston; Executive Com-
mittee,Dr. Henry Ling Taylor, of New York; Dr.
John Ridlon, of Chicago; Dr. Wisner lt.Townsend,
of New York; Dr. Joel E. Goldthwait, of Boston;
Dr. Robert B. Osgood, of Boston.

The meeting was very largely attended, there
being over forty members and over forty visitors
present.

National Conference of Charities and

Correction.
—

Among the number of interesting
papers read at the National Conference of Chari-
ties and Correction, held at Minneapolis last week,
Dr. George S. Adams, Superintendent of the
Westboro, Mass., Insane Hospital, spoke on the
subject, " Voluntary Patients in an Insane Hos-
pital," and pointed out the gratifying fact that
the number of such voluntary cases was increas-
ing. Dr. Owen Copp, of the Massachusetts
State Board of Insanity, urged a better classifica-
tion of the insane for purposes of treatment by
means of proper location of institutions, rational
grouping of cases and by distinctions between the
hospital, the asylum and the colony.

boston and new england.

Acute Infectious Diseases in Boston.
—

For the week ending at noon, June 26, 1907, there
were reported to the Board of Health of Boston
the following cases of acute infectious diseases:
Diphtheria, 30, scarlatina 29, typhoid fever 8,
measles 103, tuberculosis 43, smallpox 0.

The death-rate of the reported deaths for the
week ending June 26, 1907, was 19.48.

Boston Mortality Statistics.
—

The total
number of deaths reported to the Board of Health
for the week ending Saturday, June 22, 1907,
was 204, against 158 the corresponding week of
last year, showing an increase of 46 deaths and
making the death-rate for the week 17.67. Of
this number 127 were males and 77 were females;
202 were white and 2 colored; 131 were born in
the United States, 71 in foreign countries and 2

unknown; 35 were of American parentage, 141
of foreign parentage and 28 unknown. The
number of cases and deaths from infectious dis-
eases reported this week is as follows: Diphtheria,
39 cases and 2 deaths; scarlatina, 38 cases and
3 deaths; typhoid fever, 7 cases and 0 deaths;
measles, 99 cases and 3 deaths; tuberculosis, 44
cases and 23 deaths; smallpox, 0 cases and 0
deaths. The deaths from pneumonia were 26,
whooping cough 0, heart disease 19, bronchitis
4 and marasmus 2. There were 17 deaths from
violent causes. The number of children who
died under one year was 40; the number under
live years, 64. The number of persons who died
over sixty years of age was 42. The deaths in
public institutions were 63.

There were 6 cases and 11 deaths reported from
cerebrospinal meningitis during the week.

A Loving Cup for Dr. Nathan P. Thayer. —

Dr. Nathan P. Thayer, whose resignation as

resident physician at the Long Island Hospital,
Boston, takes effect July 1, has been given a loving
cup by the house officers of the institution out of
respect for the excellent service he has rendered
and as a mark of regret at his resignation.

Harvard Dental Alumni Association. —

A meeting of the Harvard Dental Alumni Asso-
ciation was held in Boston, June 24, with an at-
tendance of about one hundred and fifty, many
coming from a distance. Clinics and demonstra-
tions were held at the Dental School during the
morning, and in the evening the thirty-sixth
annual dinner was held at Young's Hotel, the
guest of honor being President G. Stanley Hall,
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of Clark University. Dr. Harvey W. Hardy was

elected president for the ensuing year.

Harvard Medical Alumni Association.—
The annual meeting of the Harvard Medical
Alumni Association was held on Tuesday, June
25, at the Harvard Medical School, with the
President, Dr. Alfred Worcester, in the chair.
In spite of the heat nearly a hundred members
were present and listened with much interest to
a valuable paper upon "Medical Teaching at
Harvard and the Opportunity it offers the Young
Graduate for Medical Training," by Henry A.
Christian, M.D.

The committee in charge of the Alumni Fund
reported that $2,500 had been turned over to the
school, of which sum $1,500 was for use next year
and $1,000 was to be added to the Permanent
Medical Alumni Fund. Last year $1,200 was

given the school together with $2,400 destined to
be the nucleus of the Permanent Alumni Fund,
which was the product of an earlier subscription
and had been held by the Association for some

years.
The following gentlemen were elected as Coun-

cilors for the ensuing four years: Drs. J. F. A.
Adams, J. Collins Warren, E. G. Cutler.

Milk fou Infants.—Cambridge, Mass., has
just opened stations for the distribution of modi-
fied milk to infants at cost. Last summer this
work was carried on under the auspices of the
Cambridge School for Nurses and proved so be-
neficent that it was decided to continue the plan
this summer and to begin the distribution some-

what earlier. The milk after being modified at
the School for Nurses is distributed to the different
stations and sold at one to two cents a bottle to
those who are in need.

NEW YORK.

Milk Depots.
—

The Nathan Strauss Pasteur-
ing milk depots began their fifteenth summer
season on June 17 with the opening of eleven
booths in the public parks and on the recreation
piers, making in all seventeen milk stations. Of
these, six are maintained throughout the year in
the tenement districts. The laboratory where
the milk is received and Pasteurized is in charge
of Dr. A. R. Green. The milk for infants is
dispensed at the various stations in nursing
bottles, either in full strength or in modifications
adapted to different ages and conditions in the
children supplied, and physicians are in atten-
dance at the booths to advise mothers as to the

feeding and other care of their babies. This
charity has now been maintained for fourteen
years by Mr. Strauss, who, in addition to selling
the milk at a loss, distributes gratis many thou-
sand bottles each year to the poor.

Seaside Hospital of St. John's Guild.
—The Seaside Hospital of St. John's Guild, at New

Dorp, Staten Island, has for the first time been
kept open all winter, and on June 19 the summer

work of the guild was inaugurated with an

excursion to New Dorp on the Floating Hospital,
Helen C. Juillard. To this were invited a largo
number of (he patrons and friends of St. John's
Guild, who inspected the admirable appointments
of both the floating and seaside hospitals.

Pasteurized Milk in Jersey City.
—

Mayor
Fagan, of Jersey City, announces that he has made
arrangements for the establishment, of stations
in various parts of the city for the dispensing of
Pasteurized milk, similar to the Nathan Strauss
depots in New York. The first of these will be
opened at the City Hall, and is expected to be in
operation by July 1. As in New York, those
who cannot afford (o pay the low rate charged
for the milk will be supplied free.

Clubs for Employees at Bellevub Hos-
pital.

—

Dr. John Brannan, president of the
board of trustees of Bcllevuc and Allied Hospitals,
has had organized at Bellevue two clubs for the
male and female employees of the hospital. Both
the male aiubfcmalc nurses have long had their
own associations in the well-equipped homes
connected with the institution, but the other em-

ployees have hitherto had to seek their recreation
outside. Too often this was done by the men

in drinking saloons, and the plan now adopted
has already resulted in a, gratifying improve-
ment in discipline among them. For these clubs
comfortable quarters have been provided, with
pianos and an ample supply of newspapers and
magazines, and no membership fee is charged.

New Catskill Water System.
—

On June
20, Mayor McClcllaii turned the first spadeful of
earth on the new Catskill water system of the
city of New York. The place selected for this
was in the valley of Indian Brook, about three
miles back of Cold Spring, on the east bank of
the Hudson River, and the simple ceremonies
in connection with the inauguration of this great
work, the estimated cost of which is $162,000,000,
were held in the presence of the board of water
commissioners and a number of other city officials
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and invited guests, who made the trip to Cold
Spring on the steamboat Albany. It is at Cold
Spring, where the Hudson entering the gate of
the Highlands becomes reduced to the width of
2,800 feet, that the aqueduct conveying the water
from the Esopus, Catskill and Schohario water-
sheds, stored in the enormous Ashokan reservoir,
is to pass, in a tunnel about a thousand feet
below the surface, under the bed of the river.
In the course of his remarks on this occasion the
mayor stated that it had been necessary to do
three things before a new water system, urgently
needed in the near future, could be actually under-
taken: first, to provide an additional borrowing
capacity to meet the expenses of the work;
second, to enact legislation to make the powers of
the local authorities certain; and, third and
most important, to arouse public opinion so that
the two first obstacles should be removed. He
concluded with these earnest words: " As the
years merge into the decades and the decades into
the centuries, when time has thrown its kindly
veil over the bickerings and the differences and
the quarrels which seem so much to us and are,
after all, so futile and so petty, when friend and
enemy, traduccr and traduced, have passed
away, when our very names shall have been
forgotten, when this great work, conceived in
honesty, begun in honesty, and, God willing,
completed in honesty, shall be administering to
the health and happiness of millions yet to come,
—

then God grant that those who shall see it
may say: ' It does not matter lfow they were
called who did this thing, or who they were, or
what they were; it is enough that they did their
duty.' "

-».

Current Literature
Annals of Surgery.

May, 1907.
1. *Khicn, W. W. Severe Burn oj Top o¡ Head at Seven

Months oj Age, followed by Necrosis of Entire Osseous
Cap of Cranium.

2. Martin, F. The Surgical Treatment of Trifacial
Neuralgia.

3. *ItuGH, J. T. Hémophilie Knee-Joint Operation;Recovery under the Use oj Thyroid Extract.
4. *Hartb, R. H. Stab Wounds oj the Heart.
5. Gordon, G. S. Hernia oj the Stomach through the

Diaphragm into the Thorax.
6. McConnbll, G. Carcinoma oj the Cardiac End oj the

Stomach.
7. *Brewer, G. E, A Critical Review of a Recent Series

of Operations upon the Stomach.
8. *Martin, W. The Lesions Associated with Gunshot

Wounds of the Stomach.
9. *15krg, A. A. Duodenal Eistula; Its Treatment by
_ Gastrofejunostomy and Pyloric Occlusion.

10. Solzer, M. Iliocecal Intussusception due to Myo-
adenoma of the Ileum.

11. Davis, B. B. The Surgical Treatment of Splanchnop-tosis.
1. Keen reports the case of a boy fourteen years old,

who at the age of seven months sustained a very severe
burn of the top of the head. Six months later the whole
calvariuni sloughed olT, including a large portion of both
frontal bones, the whole of both parietal bones, and a partof the sqiiamous portion of the right, temporal bone. The
resulting scar remained alternately healed and open.
Soon after the accident the boy had convulsions, which
later became distinct epileptic attacks, and these have
increased both in severity and frequency since. Until about,
eleven years old the boy was at school and showed an
excellent, memory. At this period, however, the epilepticattacks became more frequent, and he became stupid.
Keen did a complete subcutaneous linear craniot.omy so
as to separate the entire top of the skull from the lower
portion in the hope of thus relieving the pressure from
scar contracture. The epileptic attacks became some-
what lessened in frequency and the buy less dull, though
iliiring flu; two years following operation the improve-
ment had not been as great as hail been hoped for.

3. An interesting case of hémophilie knee-joint is re-
ported by Rugh, occurring in a waiter of twenty-two years,
whose family history was negative so far as bleeding was
concerned. Before the involvement of the knee there
hail been two hemorrhages, each of about three weeks'
duration, which followed biting of the tongue. Following
a fall, the knee-joint began to cause pain. This would
recur on any slight provocation, such as a slight twist or
forcetl flexion. Por ten years this condition continued
intermittently fill the function of the joint, had become so

impaired that he had to give up work. On opening the
joint the synovia was found of a chocolate brown color.
The hypcrtrophied portions were excised and the joint
drained. There was no excessive hemorrhage during the
operation, but two days later on removal of the drainage,bleeding set in, filling the joint and most difficult to con-
trol. Gelatin and adrenalin by mouth failed fo stop the
constant ooze. Ten days after operation, following the,
administration" of 5-gr. doses of thyroid extract three
times a day, the condition gradually improved and in a
week the bleeding had entirely ceased. Prompt recoveryfollowed.

4. liarte reports a ease of stab wound of the heart in
which a wound in the left auricle one-half inch in length
was successfully sutured. The left pleural cavity had
been opened, however, and death occurred about three
weeks later. Autopsy showed a badly drained empyemawith collapsed lung. There were extensive pericardialadhesions with no evidence whatever of the stab wound.
Tho endocardium and valves were healthy. In operating
on these cases Harte advises the simple siiprapleuralmethod, taking extreme care not to enter the pleural
cavity. Fine chromicized catgut on fine curved needles
should be used, and the pericardium closed without drain-
age. _

Should the pleural cavity be found open, immediate
provision for its drainage should be made if possible.

7. Brewer considers the indications for treatment in
benign lesions of tho stomach to be: (1) Intelligent medical
treatment in all primary cases of simple round ulcer. If
unrelieved after six weeks of such treatment operation
should be advised. (2) Operation in all cases of indurated
chronic ulcer and in all cases of recurrent symptoms after
a primary cure. (3) Operation in all cases of pyloric
stenosis excepting those duo to gummatous infiltration.
Seventeen cases are reported in which operation revealed
a definite anatomical lesion in 12. Of these cases, 11
made an immediate recovery, while 1 died on the sixth
day after operation, from pneumonia. Tho remaining 5
cases showed no anatomical lesion at operation. One
was a case of locomotor ataxia with gastric crises, 1 a case
of hysterical pseudo-tetany, while the remaining 3 were
examples of gastric neuroses. Though in 2 of these cases
considerable improvement in symptoms followed tho
operation, there was no reason to ascribe this to the opera-
tive procedure. Therefore operative intervention should
bo limited to cases in which tho evidence of a definite
anatomical lesion isjwellnigh conclusivo. I

8. Following a careful analysis of twenty-five cases of
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